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PADEP ACT 537 Planning
• "Municipality" means a city, town, township, borough or home rule municipality
other than a county.

• "Official plan" means a comprehensive plan for the provision of adequate sewage
systems adopted by a municipality or municipalities possessing authority or
jurisdiction over the provision of such systems and submitted to and approved by the
State Department of Environmental Resources as provided herein.

• "Official plan revision" means a change in the municipality's official plan to
provide for additional or newly identified or future sewage facilities needs, which
may include, but not be limited to, any of the following:
• (1) “Update revision”, (2) “Revision for new land development”, (3) “Special study”,
(4) “Supplement”, or (5) “Exception to the requirement to revise”.
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PADEP ACT 537 Planning
• The 537 Plan is a document identifying
community needs for sanitary sewer
service looking at proposed sewer
flows for a particular service area to
ensure that adequate capacity exists in
any pipeline network to allow for
current and future land development
projects to connect into the system
over a specific period of time or
planning horizon.
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Purpose of Act 537 Plan Supplement
• Requirement of the 2014 Consent Decree.

• The document addresses the rehabilitation of the Wilson Road Force Main and potential
impact on force main capacity.
• This document is a supplement to the prior Act 537 document for the Wilson Road Force Main
that was completed in 2010.
– The 2010 plan did not address a strategy for any future capacity beyond the existing 20.16 MGD capacity
of the force main, thus the need for the 2016 supplemental document.

• Requires a 30 day public comment period and,

• A 60 day comment period from the Partner communities.
– 30 day comment period ended on August 29, 2016 with no comments.
– 60 day comment period ends on September 26, 2016.

• Requires adoption by resolution by Partner communities. Partner communities have
scheduled review by their Planning Commissions and Boards for this month.
• Final Document with documentation of public process and resolutions due to PA DEP on
November 4, 2016.
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Contents of the Act 537 Supplemental Plan
• Sewage flows were projected for each Partner community for a 25-year planning horizon (2040)
for the purposes of evaluating the capacity of the existing and rehabilitated force main.
• The approach involved:
– delineating current and planned service areas for the WRFM
– summarizing water consumption by Partner,
– computing return flow factors using consumption and wastewater flow data,
– projecting population, and finally, estimating projected sewer flows based on current and planned data.

• Cost allocation - A future inter-municipal agreement or Act 537 for the sale of a portion of the
VCTS system will be necessary for Tredyffrin Township to recoup its expenses.
• Recommendations –
– Collection system and service area mapping in GIS.
– Institute a unified flow metering program
– Institute an inflow and infiltration abatement program
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– Assess peak flows and capacity allocations in the VCTS gravity system

Capacity Conclusions
1). The capacity of the existing (unlined) WRFM is 20.16 MGD.
• The 2010 Act 537 did not address a future strategy for additional capacity.

2). The total peak flow in 2040 is projected to be 21.3 MGD which indicates the WRFM will
have sufficient capacity to and beyond the planning horizon developed for this report.

– The rehabilitated force main will have an estimated peak capacity of 28.1 MGD.
3). Extrapolating the peak wastewater flow projection linearly from 2015 through the
2040 projection shows that the estimated peak flow will reach the rehabilitated design
capacity by the end of 2058.

ACTIONS:
• Planning Commission discussion, review of any comments or questions, and
recommendation to the Board of Supervisors (9/15/16),
• Board of Supervisors discussion, and acceptance of the 537 Plan Supplement (9/19/16).
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Thank You

